'ENCOMPASSMENTOFALLTHEWOKLDE'

on the 15th of November, 1577. The court and
country were in great excitement over the con-
spiracy between the Spaniards and Mary Queen
of Scots, now a prisoner of nine years* standing.

'THE  FAMOUS  VOYAGE  OF  SIR  FRANCIS DRAKE

into the South Sea, and therehence about the whole
Globe of the Earth, begun in the year of our Lord
1577' well deserves its great renown. Drake's
flotilla seems absurdly small. But, for its own time,
it was far from insignificant; and it was exceed-
ingly well found. The Pelican, afterwards called
the Golden Hind, though his flagship, was of only
a hundred tons. The Elizabeth, the Swan, the
Marigold, and the Benedict were of eighty, fifty,
thirty, and fifteen. There were altogether less
than three hundred tons and two hundred men.
The crews numbered a hundred and fifty. The
rest were gentlemen-adventurers, special artificers,
two trained surveyors, musicians, boys, and
Drake's own page, Jack Drake. There was
'great store of wild-fire, chain-shot, harquebusses,
pistols, corslets, bows and other like weapons in
great abundance. Neither had he omitted to
make provision for ornament and delight, carry-
ing with him expert musicians, rich furniture